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TAGS: PDIP, SL, TC 

SUBJECT: NEW U.K. AMBASSADOR TO UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 

REF: FREETOWN 2186 

1 . BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER DAVID A. ROBERTS TOLD ME 
AGREMENT HAD BEEN RECEIVED FOR HIM TO BE NAMED AMBASSADOR 
TO THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES. ROBERTS ASKED THAT USG HOLD 
INFORMATION IN STRICT CONFIDENCE UNTIL APPROPRIATE 
ANNOUNCEMENT MADE BY BRITISH GOVERNMENT. 

2. FORMER AMBASSADOR SAMUELS CHARACTERIZED ROBERTS AS 
QUOTE UNCOMMUNICATIVE, UNWILLING TO RECIPROCATE OFFICE 
CALLS AND RARELY WILLING TO SHARE INFORMATION. UNQUOTE. 

HE ALSO STATED IN A WRITTEN SKETCH OF ROBERTS THAT QUOTE 
HIS WIFE DID NOT GET ALONG WELL WITH OTHER DIPLOMATIC 
WIVES UNQUOTE AND QUOTE TOGETHER THEY HAVE BEEN ALL BUT 
OSTRACIZED FROM THE DIPLOMATIC SOCIAL WORLD. UNQUOTE. 

3. ALTHOUGH MY CONTACTS WITH ROBERTS WERE NOT AS FREQUENT 
AS THOSE OF AMBASSADOR SAMUELS BOTH I AND MY WIFE FOUND THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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ROBERTS FRIENDLY IN SOCIAL SETTINGS AND WILLING TO RESPOND 
IF ASKED THE RIGHT QUESTIONS. ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS 
HE TOLD ME HE FELT ILL-AT-EASE IN AFRICA AND 
FELT HIS TALENTS AS AN ARABIST WERE BEING WASTED. NEVER- 
THELESS, ON ONE OCCASION HE DID PROVOKE BOTH THE FRENCH 
AMBASSADOR AND MYSELF BY MAKING A DEMARCHE TO THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY ON NAMIBIA WITHOUT PRIOR CONSULTATION, EVEN 
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THOUGH OUR JOINT INSTRUCTIONS CALLED FOR SUCH CONSULTATION. 

4. ROBERTS PREVIOUSLY SERVED AS AMBASSADIR TO A SMALL 
CARIBBEAN COUNTRY AND IN SYRIA PRIOR TO COMING TO SIERRA 
LEONE. THIS IS HIS SECONDMARRIAGE. HEHAS ONE TEEN AGE 
DAUGHTER BY HIS FIRST MARRIAGE AND MAY ALSO HAVE AN OLDER 
SON. 

5. REFTEL IS BEING REPEATED TO YOU FOR INFORMATION. 

NORTH 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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